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VOCABULARY STRATEGY: Word Structure

One Important way studants bulld vocebulary Is to learn the meaning of waord parts
that make up many English words. These word parts conalst of prafixes, suffixea,

and roots, or bases. A useful strategy for determining the meaning of an unknown
word |s to "take apart" the word and think about the parts,

Followlng Is & llat of common prafixes. Knowing the maaning of a prefix can help
aludents dstermine the meaning of a word In which the preflx appears,

Prefix

bl-

oom-, con-
de-, dls-
fare-, pre-

II-, Im-, In-, Ir,
non-, un-

In-, Im-
mid-
mia-
18-
Blb-
auper-
tn-

Meaning
two

together, with

lower, opposita
before, ahead of tima
not

In, Into

middle

wrongly, badly
agaln, back

under, leas than
above, greater than
thres

Sample Words
bleycle

compatrlot, contact
devalue, disloyal
forawarn, preplan

llagal, imposaible, Inactive,
Irregular, nonaensa, unable

Inhale, Import

midway

mistake, misbehave
redo, repay

submarina, subzaro
superimpose, superstar
trlangle

Followlng ls a ilat of common auffixes. Knowlng the meaning and grammatiaal
functlon of a suffix can help students determine tha meaning of a word.

Noun Suffix

-aoy, -ance, -anca,
-hood, -Ity, -ment,
-neas, -ship

-ant, -aar, -ant, -ar,
an, -ler, -lst, -or

-atlon, -ltlon, -len

Verb Sufflx
-ata

-an

Ay, -lfy, -lza
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Meaning .

state, quallty, or
condltlon of, act or
procass of

one who tloas or
makas something

act or result of

Meaning

to hacome, produce,
or treat

to maks, causa to be

to causa, make

Sample Nouna

adaquaay, attendarnce,
peralstenca, nalghborhood,
activity, jJudgment,
brightness, friendshlp

contastant, auatlonaar,
rasldent, banker, comadian,
finanoler, dentist, doctor

organization, Imposition,
elactlon

Sample Verhs
valldats, sallvate, chlorinate

weaksn

llquefy, glorlfy, legellza
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Adjective Suftix
-able, -Ihle

-al, -lo,
<ful, ~lve, -ous

-|sh, -llka
-loas

Meaning
able, capabla of

relating to, -
characterlstlo of

full of, glven to,
marked by

{lke, ressmbling
lacking, without

sl
~ lette)™
or vip } iFMLS/ ¢M3!=‘=-11~% at el

Sample Ad]activas
bellsvable, Incredible

natural, romantla
beautiful, prﬁtacliva,
polsonous

foollgh, childiike
careless

A basa or roat la the main part of a word to which preflxes and suiflxes may be
addad, Many roota come to Engllsh from Latin, Knowing Greek and Lalin roota
can help studanta determina the meaning of a word.

In the Bullding with Claasloal Roota sactlons of this ook atudents will laarn mora

about soma of thesa Latin and Greek roots and about the English words that

dariva from them.
Greek Root

-agir-, -astar, -astro-

~auto-
-blo-
-thron-, chrono-

-00BM-~, ~CO8MO~

-cryph-, -crypt-
-dem-, -demo-
-dla-

-dog-, -dox-
-gen-

-gnos-~

-graph-, -graphy-,
-gram-

-log-, -logue-
“lys-

-metr-, -meter-
-mlcro-
-morph-
-naut-

~-phaon-, —bhone-.
~phono-

Meaning
slar

salf

life

time

unlveraa, order
hidden, sacrat

people

thraugh, across, batwesn
opinlon, terching
race, kind, origin, birth
know

write

speach, ward, reasoning
break down

measuUrs

small

form, shapa

aallor

sound, volce

Sample Words
astral, asterold, aatronaut
autograph ;
blography |
chronlo, nhrbnnloglcal
mlcrocosm, cosmopollten
apocryphal; cryptegrapher
apidemio, demoaracy
diameter
dogmetlo, orthodox
genaratlon

i

dlagnostic

graphits, ad_toblography.
telagram

loglo, dlalogua
analysls

metrlo, kllometer
mlarochlp
amorphoua:
nautical

phenles, taiiaphona,
phonograph




-pol-, -polls-
-B00p-, -BOope-
-tels-

-the- :
Latin Root

-cap-, -capt-, -capt-
-clp- -

-gade-, -tead-,
-Geas-, -Cens-

-ored-

-dlo-, ~dlot-

-duo-, -duot-, -duit-
-fag-, -fact-, -fect-,
-lic-, -fy-

-ject-

-mis-, -mige-, -mit-,
-mitt-

-note-, -not-
-pel-, -puls-
-pend-, -pans-
-pon-, -pos-
-port-

-fuplt-

-sorlb-, -sorlbe-,
-Borlpt-

-Bp8C-, -splo-

-tao-, -tag-, fang-, A
.[Bg-

-taln-, -len-, -tin-
~temp-

-ven-, ~vent-
~-vore-, -vert-
-Y0OG-, -VOk- ‘
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clty, state
walch, lbok al
tar off, dlstunt
putor piaca
Meaning
take
i
heppen; yleld, go

belleve

speak, say, tell
[ead, conduct, draw
make

throw

i

gend

know, recognize

drive

hang, wfelgh!, set aside
put, piaé:e

carry

braals

wille

look, see
touch

hold, kesp
time
come
turn

call

poliee, metropolls
microsooplo, telescape
televislon

parentheses

Bample Words

capitulate, captlve, concept,
reclplent

preceds, proceed, decease,
oaessation

Incredlble
Indlcate, diction
eduoate, conduct, condult

faculty, artifact, defect,
pbaneflclal, clarlfy

eject

promise, mieslle, transmit,
Intermittent

denots, notion

expel, compulslve

pendulum, penslon
component, posltion
portable

bankrupt

soribble, descrlbe, Inscription

spectator, consplcucus

contaot, contaglous, tanglble,
Integral

contaln, tenurs, retinue
tempo

Intervane, conventlon
reverse, Invart

vaeal, Invoke

DENQTATION, CONNOTATION, AND .
SHADES OF MEANING

The denotafion of a word I8 Its apecliic diotionary meaning.
Here are a few examples:

Word Danotatlon
scholarly learned
grasping overly eager for materlal galn

travel meke a Journey

The connotation of a word |s its tone—that Is, the emotions or associations It
normally arouses In people using, hearlng, or reading It. Depending on what these
teslings are, the connotation of a word may be favorable (positive) or unfavorable
(negativa, pejorative). A word that doea not normally arouss strong feselings of any
kind has a neutral connotatlon. Here are soma examples of words with diifersht
connotations:

Word : Connotation
soholarly favorable
grasping unfavorable

fravel neutral

Every Word Study sectlon of YocasuLary WonksHor has two pages of Instruction
on and practice with the denotation and connotation of words, The exerclses In
this section will prepare students to meet the Craft and Structure requirements of
the Commeon Core State Standards,




